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W h y AS I RA [ | The Alliance for Science & Technology Research in America

1. Core mission: increasing federal funding for fundamental research in the physical sciences
and engineering.

ASTRA’s 120-plus members and 32,000-plus “friends” create a nationwide (and global)
community of S&T professionals committed to increasing physical science & engineering
budgets. Policy research support is key need.

ASTRA has succeeded in making the case, developing data, enabling larger communities of
S&T professionals and membership organizations to succeed. ASTRA created original
strategy for linking federal S&T funding w. workforce, competitiveness, innovation, national
defense in 2000.

Advocacy materials and programs form basis for recent legislative breakthroughs and
disappointments, including FY 2008 DOD Supplemental Science Budget Increases of $400
million for key science agencies, the America COMPETES Act of 2007, American
Competitiveness Initiative and annual battle over appropriations bills for key science
agencies.

ASTRA creates new networks, identifies emerging issues, harnesses synergies of broader
communities of interest. Provides data for Congressional testimony, Executive Branch
research on competitiveness, data mining.

Key gaps in innovation metrics now involve small business, venture capital and
entrepreneurial sectors to better understand “innovation vital signs.”

© 2008 ASTRA, The Alliance for Science & Technology Research in America ¢ 1155 16th St., N.W. Washington, D.C.




ASTRA’s Board 2008
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ASTRA Member Organizations 10/08

Pending Memberships:
Arctic Region Superconducting Center
Florida Photonics Cluster

IEEE Robotics and Automation Society
SAE International

Small Business Technology Council
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Drexel University

University of Connecticut
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ASTRA has made a Difference ...
“Level I” of ASTRA Plan = SUCCESS:

A. ldentify proper data, enable capacity within powerful membership
organizations, academe & industry to create public dialogue. ASTRA
behind “doubling” of budgets for key physical science & engineering
agencies. Positioning for next Administration, Congress ongoing.

B. Perform research and data mining to determine links between science
funding and desired outputs for society.

C. Create proper messaging and unify diverse communities of interest,
esp. bringing industry to table.

D. Foster nationwide networks and collaborations for science advocacy
(key potential area for additional funding).
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Making a Case — And Vetting the
Data Correctly!

ASTRA has mobilized thousands of
ordinary people at the grassroots
level, as well as key leadership in
science & engineering voluntary
organizations, industry, and academe.

ASTRA creates many data products
which are carefully vetted by expert
volunteers, graphically appealing, and
focused upon putting a “human face”
to the complex relationships science
funding creates with job creation,
competitiveness, innovation, STEM
education and national security.
Policy research is needed in many
areas.
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Congressional Visits Day
2008 — Success!




What's Next?

Budget Impasse Results in Train Wreck 12/07
2008 campaigns accelerating

Perception that physical science & engineering
community “have been taken care of” (!) in terms of ACA,
ACI ... worse now than ever!

Expectations Game Beginning

Innovation Policy Needs Deeper Research, Metrics

2009 Federal Budget introduced Feb. 4, 2008, headed
for a “continuing resolution” (C.R.) for near term, until
election results are in, late 2008

Scientific Research budgets are in perpetual jeopardy of
being cut as entitlement spending overwhelms
government’s capacity to pay for discretionary items
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ASTRA’s 14-Point Policy
Framework for 2008 —
and Beyond ...

Riding the Rising Tide Study released
December 11, 2007

Policy Framework for next ten years
Highly praised across political spectrum
Support of key Congressional leaders in both parties




Support of key Congressional leaders in both parties

Chairman Bart Gordon
(D-TN) and Ranking
Member of House Science &
Technology Subcommittee
Phil Gingrey (R-GA) host
ASTRA and praise the
Rising Tide Policy
Framework on December 11,
2007 as ASTRA Board look
on ...

ASTRA has provided
this document to
Congress and all
Presidential
Campaigns as well.
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Carefully
vetted
research —
with
compelling,
easy to
understand
graphics —
makes the
case easier to
prove ...
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Innovation Metrics from ASTRA

ASTRA successfully
launched its
Innovation Vital
Signs Project in 2006
— 2007. Needs to be
funded for additional
phases.

Only ASTRA s
performing primary
research AND linking
such research to its
advocacy programs.
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2008 Presidential Campaign
Coming to Conclusion...

WWW.usinnovation.org

ASTRA has launched its new
USInnovation.org Web Site as
part of broader efforts to educate
scientists and engineers AND
the various campaigns
themselves, over S&T policy
ISsues.

ASTRA remains nonpartisan —
and a trusted source of
economic and statistical data
unigue to this policy area.
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Making Sure the Winner
“Gets It” in 20087

ASTRA can insure that the
needs of the S&T
Community are factored
Into the next
Administration planning
process, starting w.
Campaigns and
Presidential Transition
Teams ...
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